Changes in serum zinc and serum albumin after operation for bronchogenic carcinoma.
Serum zinc and serum albumin were measured in 11 patients operated on for bronchogenic carcinoma and in six who underwent thoracotomy for nonmalignant disease. The postoperative changes in serum zinc values were identical in the two groups of patients, and could to some extent be explained by the changes in serum albumin. Earlier reports suggesting a prognostic value of serum zinc measurements in surgically treated bronchogenic cancer thus were not confirmed.